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Birthdays:  Kevin (1/18), 
Kaori (5/31), Justen (7/30/96)    

Education:  Kevin: B.A., 1992, 
Moody Bible Institute, Chicago; 
M.Div., Trinity Evangelical Divinity 
School, Deerfield, Illinois (candidacy)
Kaori: B.Th., 1990, Tokyo Christian 
College, Japan.

Home Church:  First Baptist Church 
of Lansing, Illinois (CBA)

Support Need: 
Additional $925 monthly (as of June 2008)

Contact Us At:
email:  lavermansinjapan@mac.com
blog:  www.lavermansinjapan.blogspot.com
web:  www.lavermansinjapan.org
skype:  lavermansinjapan

BB
    apan consists of four main and 3,000  
    smaller islands covering a total land area 
less than the state of California. Packed into 
this relatively small space are over 127 
million people. Fertile rice paddies stretch 
between picturesque mountains that cover 
85 percent of Japan. 

Japan is a nation rich in cultural traditions 
rooted in a history stretching back thousands 
of years. Coming from isolation and the 
ruins of WWII, Japan in the past 50 
years has quickly risen to be an 
important global player. However, 
after enjoying decades as one of the 
world’s most powerful economies, 
Japan’s financial bubble burst in the mid-1980s.

Japan today is struggling with economic 
insecurity. Additionally, political scandals 
and international tensions with North Korea, 
have shaken the country even as the 
emperor retains his throne as a symbol of 
national unity. Japanese youth are 
experiencing an identity crisis and lack of 
confidence in traditional structures. Across 
the country, the Japanese people are entering 
a new era of insecurity and spiritual openness. 
Japan has become a ripe harvest field.

JAPAN: Fast Facts
Population:  127 million  0.5% Christian
Language:  Japanese
Capital:  Tokyo (40 million people)
Major religions:  Shintoism, Buddhism

Date entered by WorldVenture: 1947
Number of WorldVenture workers: 
7 career units, 0 short-termers
Location of WorldVenture work: 
Greater Tokyo (including Kawasaki)
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Kevin, Kaori & Justen About Japan
The Land and its People

About WorldVenture
A Heart for the Harvest

www.worldventure.com

The People:  Yokohama/Kawasaki is 
an area of strong foreign influence 
and wealth. People maintain a 
hectic lifestyle of professional and 
educational development. Several 
members of Denen Grace Chapel are 
returnees from time spent abroad.

Major Challenges:  Work pressure on 
Japanese professionals squeeze out 
time for spiritual priorities. For 
Christians, who make up a tiny 0.6 
percent of the population, the task 
of affecting the larger culture with 
the gospel can seem overwhelming.

Prayer Focus:  Pray that more 
Japanese men would be reached 
for Christ and take on spiritual 
leadership in their homes and 
churches. Pray that Christians of 
wealth in this area would use their 
financial means for the 
advancement of God’s kingdom.
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     s an evangelical mission organization  
      with strong Baptistic roots, WorldVenture 
is a worldwide family of committed 
individuals attempting to make a difference 
in a hurting world. Birthed in humble prayer 
meeting in Chicago in 1943, and based in 
Littleton, Colorado its missionaries and staff 
number over 700 working in over 60  
countries. Its goals include evangelizing the 
nations, planting new missional churches, 
building disciples/leaders for the global 
church, and extending care and compassion.

Introducing:
Mrs.
Nakamura
“That house is 
a lost cause!” 
I thought, and
hesitated in 
putting a church flyer in its mailbox. The 
home was situated in the shadow of a 
powerful Buddhist temple. Who could 
have known that a couple weeks later 
a woman would walk into our worship 
service and say, “I'd been thinking 
about Christianity when I received a 
flyer from this church.” Yes, as we'd 
later find out, she lived in that very 
house! Coincidence? No! God? Yes!

Mrs. Nakamura examined Christianity 
with us seriously, but seemed to be 
troubled by things. Then one day a 
breakthrough: “Kevin, I've been trying 
to understand Christ with just my 
head, but I know now that I need to 
accept Him with my heart...by faith.”
God had been calling Mrs. Nakamura 
for a long time. In our living room in 
September 2007 He welcomed her to 
himself as she placed her faith in His 
Son, Jesus!   to be continued (in Japan)



Tokyo

Osaka

Sapporo

Kawasaki

™

®

Bio Facts

Ministry at a Glance

Japan Fast Facts

A Life Changed

www.lavermansinjapan.org

Kevin
Kaori

Nakamura

Kevin
Kaori

Nakamura

       oth Kevin and Kaori Laverman grew  
      up in Christian homes and attended 
Baptist churches from a young age. 
However, Kevin’s home was in the suburbs 
of Chicago, while Kaori’s was in the 
mountains of Yamagata, Japan. They met in 
1990 during Kevin’s short-term missions 
work at Zao Christ Church, a missionary 
church plant in Northern Japan which was 
also Kaori’s home church. Kevin and Kaori 
were married in the States in 1993. 

After being appointed by WorldVenture for 
career service in 1997, and spending two 
years in support discovery, the Lavermans 
moved to Japan in early 1999. There Kevin 
spent the first two years in language and 
cultural study at the International Christian 
University. Meanwhile, Kaori watched their 
son and began Bible study groups for young 
mothers whose children attended a local 
kindergarten. After Kevin completed 
language studies, the family moved to the 
Yokohama/Kawasaki area to begin a church 
planting work. The Lavermans are working 
with a core group of believers to start a 
church-planting church, a church with a 
strong missional vision to reach its area of 
Yokohama and Kawasaki. 

The group launched their first Sunday 
worship service as Denen Grace Chapel in 
2001 from the Laverman’s living room. 
Currently, the group of 30-35 meets in a 
private hall for Sunday services. Outreach 
events and compassion ministry are offered. 
A Gospel workshop and English classes 
attract community seekers. Small group 
Bible studies for ladies, men, and not-yet- 
Christians are also conducted. Believers are 
growing spiritually and excited by the 
opportunities to reach their friends for Christ. 

Serving with you in Kawasaki


