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A Small Tokyo Miracle

Living Water for
Thirsty Japan
I get excited anytime I see Japanese people 
worshipping God! It’s the purpose of why 
we’re in Japan! We want to transform 
Japanese into worshippers of God, not the 
idols in their hearts, homes, shrines and 
temples. A music group called “Living 
Waters” came to our church plant recently 
and led us in a time of praise and worship.

Speaking of living water, the bottled water 
fad had its beginnings right here in Japan. 
More research has been done on drinking 
water in Japan than anywhere else. One 
company produces a bottled water called 
“Kangen.” Its name means “return to the 
origin.” The idea is that this water is a 
return to the origins of true water as found 
in nature before it was polluted by man. 
The claim is that it will also help your 
body to return to its original condition 
when you were young. 

That’s a pretty big claim. I seriously doubt 
it can live up to it. Good thing Japanese 

have access to a source 
of water that works 
better. The supplier is 
none other than Christ 
himself who makes a 
really big claim as well: 
“The water I give will 
become a spring of 
water welling up in him 
to eternal life.” Jn4:14

That’s the kind of water 
the thirsty Japanese soul 
needs! Use us, Lord, to 

lead Japanese people to its source! Pray 
for us (everytime you see a Kawasaki 
motorcyle -- or any motorcycle) to be used 
that way! “Wherever this water flows 
everything will live.” Ez47:9.   n 
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PRAYER FOCUS Thru-the-week:
Like other parts of the world, Japan has 
hit a deep recession. But with a largely 
export-driven economy, it is even more 
severe. These are times that God can use 
to cause people to re-examine their life 
support structures. Japanese have 
depended on their bank accounts. In the 
middle of this crisis pray they would now 
turn their attention to the one true God. 

Monday  Christmas Outreach
Praise God for a good Christmas outreach. 
We had 70 people crammed into our tiny 
underground meeting room turned sanctuary. 
Pray now as we continue to followup. One 
young woman has continued to come 
regularly to church since Christmas and is in 
an evangelistic Bible study. Pray for E-san.

Tuesday  Future Pastor
See our comments on the back of this letter. 
For now, pray that God would lead us to the 
man of his choosing to work with us in  
finishing the work at Denen and planting 
more churches throughout Kawasaki!

Wednesday  Financial Stability
Pray for financial stability in our support. The 
dollar continues to weaken against the yen, 
off 20% from its level last summer. 

Thursday  Justen’s Schooling
Justen’s school will be moving deeper into 
Tokyo next month. It will be a longer and 
more crowded commute for him daily. We 
have some mixed feelings about this change. 
Pray for his safety each day.

Friday  Physical needs
We both had physicals done last week and, 
strangely enough, Kaori is in better shape 
physically than Kevin. We can ignore these 
needs in the middle of our busyness. Kevin’s 
hit the gym. Kaori’s hiding the snack food.

Guest Musicians, the Living Waters,
leading our church into worship
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Church Planting with the Lavermans in Japan
Light up the Darkness!

Hikari means “light”
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A Small Tokyo Miracle

The whole group at the dedicationThe whole group at the dedication

Guest Musicians, the Living Waters,
leading our church into worship

It was a privilege to have attended 
Okachimachi Baptist Church’s building 
dedication a few weeks back. This is the 
church that we interned at during our first 
two years in Japan. It took some 25 years, 
but the church now has it’s own piece of 
downtown Tokyo property. Given the cost of 
land in downtown Tokyo (way too many 
zeros involved), it truly is a work of God. The 
pastor (center below) reminded the people 
that God is still in the business of miracles.




