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Additional Support Needed: 
$ 657 per month

“The [Japanese] people walking in DARKNESS
  have seen a great LIGHT.” Isaiah 9:2

My partnershipMy partnership Clip &
  Send

As God enables, I plan to commit $             ❏ Monthly ❏ Quarterly ❏ Annually.

❏ Enclosed is my first gift. OR This support will begin (month/year)                         .
❏ Send me their regular prayerletter and email updates (indicate email address below) .
❏ Please send a form for automated giving to my address below.
❏ This commitment represents an adjustment in my current giving to the Lavermans.

OR, Enclosed is a one-time gift of $    for:
❏ The Lavermans’ Special Project: New Church Pastoral Support Fund #6417-907.
❏ The Lavermans’ support needs.   ❏ Other: 

Name or Group     Date
Address
City           State        Zip
Phone (           )     Email
Make checks payable to WorldVenture and enclose this form (address on front). A receipt will be sent. 

#381

日
本
日
本
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Blog Spot
Protestant Missions in 
Japan turns 150    
 posted on March 17, 2009

This spring marks the 150th anniversary of 
Protestant Missions in Japan. The first 
protestant missionaries set foot in the port 
of Yokohama back in 1859. They were real 
church planters -- overcoming all kinds of 
odds. In fact, Christianity was still a 
proscribed religion in Japan when the first 
missionaries arrived.

The evangelistic work in Japan during this 
time often needed to be done discreetly at 
the initiation of the Japanese seeker. One 
missionary wrote in 1869 of the difficulty: 

“I read those words (prohibition of 
Christian preaching), and I realized at 
once the excessive difficulty of our task. 
What were we to do? The only 
opportunity I had was simply to receive 
the visits of any inquirers who chose to 
come to my house; and would Japanese 
venture thus? They did venture. Day by 
day, hour by hour, my house would be 
thronged with Japanese visitors….”

In spite of this prohibition, missionary work 
in Yokohama resulted in a series of revivals, 
with many converts coming from samurai 
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Easter Kids Outreach 2009
(discovering the REAL meaning of Easter)
Easter Kids Outreach 2009
(discovering the REAL meaning of Easter)

families belonging to the Shogunate. The 
most success, however, was realized only 
after Christianity was granted freedom in the 
country. This occurred on February 21, 1873 
in part as a response to encourage trade with 
the West. The government removed the 
prohibition of Christianity notices on public 
bulletin boards for the first time in over 200 
years. Now, Christian missionaries were free 
to evangelize openly. The scope of the 
missionary work was greatly expanded with 
the help of national evangelists and pastors 
including such men as Shinozaki and Honda. 

Take a look at the photo above of one of the 
earliest Protestant churches. Missionary 
Guido Verbeck is in the middle of this group 
of all male samurai-era believers. 

We missionaries today owe a great debt of 
gratitude for the stubborn will and faith in 
God that established the foundations of 
Christianity in this country! Thank you, Lord, 
for advancing your church in Japan!   ■
www.lavermansinjapan.blogspot.com

Verbeck & 1859 church. If only we could
get this many men in the church today!
Verbeck & 1859 church. If only we could
get this many men in the church today!

Special Project NeedSpecial Project Need
Our church plant, Denen Grace Chapel, will 
be calling a national pastor this year. This is 
a giant step of faith for our tiny congregation 
of new believers, and we need your help. 

We have opened a special project with 
WorldVenture to subsidize in part the first 
few years only of the pastor’s salary. If you 
are willing to make a one-time gift as a 
church missions committee, or as a family, 
please send in the form at right.

See our website if you desire more detail, or 
online giving: www.lavermansinjapan.org

    with the Lavermans’ Ministry

(from front) focused on the returnee 
challenge. Naturally it was attended by 
returnees of all ages, including many just 
back home as new believers. Nearly 500 
gathered for three days of sharing, 
worship, message, and strategy. I was 
renewed in my burden to reach out to this 
unique demographic in Japan.

Our church has returnees at its core: 
probably 70% of the church has the 
experience of living from one to ten years 
overseas. Would you pray that we would 
continue to bring in and care for returnees, 
regardless of whether they have yet made 
a decision for Christ, so that a great 
harvest of souls would not be lost, and the 
church in Japan would grow strong?  ■ 

Easter in Japan
Thank you for praying for our Easter 
outreach as a church this past month. 
We had many first time visitors on Easter 
Sunday. And we had a great time of fun 
together during our Kids Easter Party on 
April 5. Kids in Japan have no idea that 
Easter has anything to do with Jesus. But 
at least a dozen more do now!  ■
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