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This Week in Prayer

Additional Support Needed:   $91 per month

STEP INTO JAPAN WITH US AT:
www.lavermansinjapan.org

A Really Big Thank You!
We were overwhelmed with the generosity
of many friends back in the States who
joined our support network, or increased
their giving this past summer. Several also
gave generous one-time gifts. We began
our home assignment in April undersupport-
ed by nearly $1200 a month, but returned
to Japan with less than $100 still needed. 
Rejoice with us! This was God’s work! And 
your faith promise to be a part of this work
has been a great encouragement to us!

The “best thing
in 85 years”
I needed to be back in Japan in time to 
remember how God works. And why our 
being missionaries is worth it all. I recently 
had a great reminder. Let me rewind the 
clock to set this up.

A few weeks back when Mr. Ubukata, a 
member, entered church, I asked how his 
father’s (Kenzo) surgery went. Cancer had 
forced the doctors to remove a portion of 
Kenzo’s colon. Mr. U replied that things 
went very well, thanked me for my prayer, 

and added that there was 
just his recovery and 
“he’ll be home soon.” 
That Tuesday, however, 
things took a dramatic 
turn: Kenzo fell into a 
coma. On Wednesday 
afternoon he died 
peacefully in his sleep.

This might have been 
sad and tragic u-turn for 
the family, except for 
one very important 

lifechanging event: Kenzo had placed his 
faith in Christ as his Savior a few years 
earlier. He had the hope of eternity. He 
was indeed home now. He was walking 
the streets of gold with his Savior. His 88 
years of hurts and pains and sadness fell 
away in an instant as he discovered 
incomparable joy and life in heaven.

As we sang his favorite songs at the 
funeral, I was reminded of the chain of 
people God used to bring Kenzo home. 
We came to Japan. Mr. U and his wife 
were friends of our core family in the 
church plant. So they began attending our 
tiny Sunday gathering. They placed their 
faith in Christ. Then Mr. U brought his 
mother to church. The first (see back) 
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PRAYER FOCUS Thru-the-week:
Japan is a tough spiritual battlefield, 
entrenched in centuries of idolotry and 
resistance to the Gospel. We need your 
intercessory prayer for spiritual protection 
upon those making decisions for Christ, 
and for spiritual openness in those within 
our church influence . 

Monday  Continuing adjustments
Our schedule has been nonstop since 
returning to Japan. We continue to work for a 
healthy balance between life and minstry. 
And there are still areas that I (Kevin) struggle 
with in adapting to the culture and life here.

Tuesday  Upcoming baptism
We are preparing candidates for baptism in 
November. As always, we will need to secure 
a location for this--not easily done. Pray for 
the location need and for the resolute faith of 
those being baptized. Unfortunately one of 
those we had hoped to baptize met with 
strong family opposition.

Wednesday  Financial stability
Pray for financial stability in our support now 
that we have returned to Japan. The dollar 
continues to be increasingly weak against the 
yen, and economic fear can affect giving.

Thursday  Relationships
We have some new leaders in our church 
plant now. Pray for strong relationships with 
them and others we cooperate with in 
ministry. Satan loves to create misunder- 
standing among the nationals we work with. 

Friday  Physical needs
Continue to remember Kaori’s physical 
wellbeing with hepatitis B. She is doing very 
well this fall in the midst of a lot of activity, 
and senses the prayer support of many 
people back in the States.

At his baptism
Kenzo shares about the
best thing that’s happened 
to him in 85 years

A curry dinner around the table with 
some of our young people last month
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Church Planting with the Lavermans in Japan
Light up the Darkness!

Hikari means “light”
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At his baptism
Kenzo shares about the best
best thing that’s happened
to him in 85 years.

A curry dinner around the table with
some of our young people last month




