* Hikari means “light”

It brings us great joy as missionaries to be
part of the lives of people like Miss Kanako.
God worked in her heart for 44 years. Her
uncle’s funeral was a turning point for her
wanting to examine the hope in Christianity.
She began coming to church a year ago.
Last week | had the privilege of baptizing
her. Here are excerpts from her testimony:

“Before | began attending Denen Grace
Chapel, I struggled with harsh and strict
attitudes from the past. But when | learned
of Jesus going to the cross and paying for
my sin, Christ began to change me by his

| > )IMerry/Christmasj2008!

At the end of the year we want to give our
Christmas greetings and express thanks to
many friends who are enable us to serve as
Christ’s ambassadors here. We know that
your giving is sacrificial. Especially in this time
of economic uncertainty, it demonstrates your
faith and trust in our Provider. Thank you for
serving with us during 2008 and making this
ministry your own. We are very grateful.
Merry Christmas!
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love. | had a new hope
that He could change
even my life situation
and give me joy.”

Some time later we
invited Kanako to our
house and explained the
Gospel. She placed her
faith in Christ in our
living room that day.
God gave her that joy.
“Immediately after
making this decision,
the gospel workshop began again. As |
sang | realized | was singing to God for
the first time as a brand new believer.

I couldn’t stop thanking God!”

One challenge for new Japanese believers
is sharing their faith with family members
that may be staunchly opposed. Kanako
also faced this challenge: “*My family
knew | was attending church, but | didn’t
dare tell them that | was preparing to be
baptized, for fear they would worry about
my getting deeply involved in something
dangerous. But at the baptism preparation

The two ofi
atiher baptism celebratlon

class with Kevin and Kaori, they
encouraged me strongly to share with my
family and they prayed for me.”

Still, Kanako struggled to trust God with
her family’s attitude, until... (see back)

Kawasaki

STEP INTO JAPAN WITH US AT:
www.lavermansinjapan.org

| ) This)Week(inPrayer.
PRAYER FOCUS Thru-the-week:

Japan is a tough spiritual battlefield,
entrenched in centuries of idolatry and
resistance to the Gospel. We need your
intercessory prayer for spiritual protection
upon those making decisions for Christ,
and for spiritual openness in those within
the ministry influence of our church.

XA Christmas Outreach
Pray that ggdny would participate in our

Christmas outreach activities. Christmas is a
time when Japanese are more open to the
Gospel and more likely to attend church
events. We will be tracting, caroling, having a
Christmas party, singing gospel, and doing a
special Kids Christmas event this year.

Daesdray Newbelievers

We prai od for another new believer who
accepted God’s forgiveness in Christ in our
home last week. He is a single man with
some family-related hurts. Pray for Mr. D’s
emotional healing. Also, pray for a couple of
seekers who are attending Denen Grace
weekly, but have yet to make a salvation
decision. God is working in them!

é/ Financial stability
Pray for finanetl stability in our support. The

dollar continues to weaken against the yen,
off another 17% from its level a few months
ago. Econonic fear also does affect giving.

%@ English Teacher

We wouldygry much like to have a midterm
worker from the States be involved with us in
a conversational English and friendship

ministry. There are many ripe opportunities
here for such a person. Know of someone?

% Physical neels
Conti to remember Kaori’s physical

wellbeing with hepatitis B. She senses the
prayer support of many people in the States.
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“The [Japanese] people walking in DARKNESS
have seen a great LIGHT.” Isaiah 9:2
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(from front) “A few days later I suddenly
got an email from my sister-in-law in
Osaka. My sister-in-law said that when
she visited my family recently my father
showed her a Bible | had given him. He
talked about how I was going to church.
And he said ‘if Kanako were baptized
someday, | think that would be fine.””

Kanako couldn’t believe the timing of this
unexpected email. She felt an overwhelm-
ing sense of God controlling the events of
her life, as well as real freedom to be
baptized. She concluded her testimony by
saying: “I know for sure now that my life
is not being led by my own thought, but by
His great plan. The Bible says, ‘Believe in
the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved--you
and your family.” I want God to use me
now as a testimony to my family. Please
pray for their salvation too.” n

It’s always great to have extra help around
Christmastime. Juan came from one of
our supporting churches, First Baptist
Church of Tarrytown, NY. He had enough
saved up to fly nearly anywhere in the

world, but chose to use those resources to
come to Tokyo in late November, help us
out, and make a difference in Japan.

During his two weeks here, Juan got a
chance to see a variety of ministries. He
was a great help in posting nearly 2500
Christmas flyers in our neighborhood (and
never once complained of sore feet),
worked on the campus of the Christian
Academy in Japan, cleaned wheelchairs,
did some painting and carpentry work,
and encouraged our people at church
through his testimony and smile. Thank
you, Juan, for your servant’s heart! n

vermai
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“MISSIOIIaW Christmas”

posted on December 1, 2008

“Don’t forget it’s Missionary Christmas
today!” my mother reminded our church.
“We want our missionaries to know that First
Baptist remembers them.” My mother has
always loved missionaries. For as long as |
could remember she was involved with the
missions committee. For much of that time,
she served as chairman, working tirelessly
to build awareness of God’s global cause.

| remember the many times we had
missionary guests for Sunday dinner! (They
had a foreign aftertaste). And of course, |
remember needing to sleep on the sofa
many Saturday nights because the Sunday
missionary guest needed my bedroom. In
some ways, | think | sacrificed for missions
long before | ever became a missionary.
Looking back, | realize now through my
mother’s work, that God was really planting
seeds in my heart for a future in Japan.

My mother continued “Don’t forget to sign
the Christmas cards, everyone. We'll be
sending those with a small gift to all our
missionaries.” Missionary Christmas...as a
child in the pew, | often wondered why we
did this in September. | knew that missionaries
were an odd sort, and | supposed that
perhaps they didn’t even know the world
celebrates on December 25. Some time later
| learned that the postal system in those
countries could take a few months.
“Missionary Christmas” slowly made sense.

These days, | am the recipient of those cards
and gifts from supporting churches. But
“Missionary Christmas” has taken on a very
different meaning. There’s no greater job than
being involved in a spiritual work in human
lives. As a missionary, I've come to see God
in new and more meaningful ways through
the eyes of Japanese people. “Missionary
Christmas” is the feeling that overwhelms me
when | see one make a spiritual decision: to
place their faith in Christ, to be baptized, to
worship Him fervently, to serve Him joyfully.

| feel like a parent watching a child opening
an incredible present as | see a Japanese
understanding God’s love, worshipping him,
or taking communion for the first time.
Although | wasn’t the one receiving, | am a
part of the joy of the person who has. And it’s
Christmas all over again, any time of year.

Missionary service is hard work. Church
planting is harder. But among the challenges,
| know that God has great things He is
waiting to surprise me with. | can’t wait to
unwrap these gifts and find out what they
might be. Serving the people | love, this is my
wonderful gift from God, my “Missionary
Christmas.” My next Christmas may be
tomorrow. How about yours?! N

www.lavermansinjapan.blogspot.com

As God enables, I plan to commit $

Enclosed is a one-time gift of $

Additional Support Needed:
$ 138 per month

#381

O Monthly O Quarterly O Annually.

O Enclosed is my first gift. OR This support will begin (month/year)

O Send me their regular prayerletter and email updates (indicate email address below)
O Please send a form for automated giving to my address below.

O This commitment represents an adjustment in my current giving to the Lavermans.

for the Lavermans support.

Name or Group Date
Address

City State Zip
Phone ( ) Email

Make checks payable to WorldVenture and enclose this form (address on front). A receipt will be sent.




